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Abstract
This study was conducted on two green algae to evaluate their water extracts and the green-synthesized nanosilver as
nematicide on Meloidogyne incognita. The freshwater alga Cladophora glomerata and the marine alga Ulva fasciata were
collected and identified. Both of the nematode and the collected algae were identified using the microscopic examination. The
biosynthesized nanosilver was subjected to X-Ray Diffraction Analysis and the results shows the crystal diameter of
nanoparticles prepared from C. glomerata and U. fasciata were 13.09 and 10.51 nm, respectively. Moreover, Transmission
Electron Microscope indicated that diameter of nanoparticles prepared ranged from (9.79-13.64) and (9.48-13.01) nm in
respective manner. The bioassay experiments revealed that nanoparticles showed high nematicidal activity on egg hatching
and J2 mortality (up to 100%) compared with the chemical nematicide (Nemaphose 40%). The greenhouse experiment using
the algal extracts, nanoparticles and Nemaphose 40%, indicated that nanoparticles had the highest effects on nematode egg
hatching and the 2nd stage juveniles (J2). To examine the plant response toward the biosynthesized nanosilver, gene expression
of the plant defense gene (chitinase gene) was tested using Real Time PCR. The results revealed that chitinase gene amplified
from the infected tomato plants treated with C. glomerata extract shows high expression level compared to both control and
plants treated with Nemaphose 40%. In addition, a high expression level of chitinase gene was noticed after 6 h of infected
plants treated with U. fasciata extract. The same observation was noticed in plants infected with M. incognita and treated
with nanosilver particles prepared from C. glomerata extract and lasts for 24 h post-treatment. Also, the biosynthesized
nanosilver prepared from U. fasciata extract showed high expression of the chitinase after 6 h in infected plants treated with
nanosilver and Nemaphose 40%. It can be concluded that the biosynthesized nanoparticles using U. fasciata and C.
glomerata extract could be used as a potent nematicide against M. incognita.
Key words: Root-knot nematode, Nanosilver, Nematicides, Real Time PCR and Chitinase gene.

Introduction
Soil-borne pathogens are made many disasters in
modern agriculture globally. Plant-parasitic nematodes
are some of the most disaster pathogen in agriculture
ecosystems by direct feeding, Virus transmission and
infections of both bacteria and fungi were also facilitated
by nematodes. Accordingly, nematode causes severe
losses in the crop yield that it infected which exceeded
more than $157 billion annually (Abad et al., 2008). In
Egypt and on many cultivated crops about 54 genera and
*Author for correspondence : E-mail : reyassin_ghareeb@yahoo.com

160 species of plant nematodes were recorded, weeds
and grasses (Munif et al., 2013). Moreover, nematodes;
Meloidogyne sp., belonging to the order Tylenchida, are
considered a limiting factor to their host’s production
(Korayem and Mohamed, 2010). Due that different
chemical nematicides have been heavily used all over
the world to control nematodes and due to the limitation
of using the chemical nematicides because the majority
of their affect both on human and environmental health.
Accordingly, significant scientific interest was directed
to the development of safe and effective control materials
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as a substitution for the chemically synthesized
nematicides.
The phyto-synthesis of nanoparticles is one of the
most common subjects in green- nanotechnology (Roy
and Barik, 2010). Accordingly, different nanoparticles
were synthesized biologically by using; plant extract,
marine algae, fungi and bacteria (Seshadri et al., 2012;
Sinha and Paul, 2014; Muhsin and Hachim, 2014; Kannan
et al., 2013) and the resultant nanoparticles were used in
different purpose. Khan and Fatima (2014) stated that
bio-nanotechnology can be used to controlling different
plant pathogens in addition for diagnosis their disease
symptoms.
Nowadays biological synthesis of metallic
nanoparticles gained an importance as it is reliable and
eco-friendly. Previous literature revealed that the
nanoparticles synthesis using algae as the source has been
unexplored and underexploited. Recently there are a few
reports that algae are being used as a bio-factory for the
synthesis of metallic nanoparticles (Kwakye- Awuah et
al., 2008). The nematicidal effect of AgNPs was
previously examined as anti-nematodes especially
Caenorhabditis elegans (Lim et al., 2012). In previous
reports, it was noticed that a specific dose of AgNPs can
inhibit the nematode reproduction (0.05 - 0.5 µg/ml) after
72 h post treatment and the dose of (5-50 µg/ml) is capable
to inhibit the nematode growth for 1 to 3 days. The
nematicidal activity of the biosynthesized AgNPs against
nematodes because its playing an important role in
disrupting numerous biological mechanisms inside the
treated organism such as; permeability of cell membrane,
synthesis of ATP and the defense system response either
in eukaryotic (Ahamed et al., 2010) or prokaryotic cells
(Choi and Hu, 2008). Generally, AgNPs have a wide
range as biocontrol materials against different plant
pathogens (Jo et al., 2009). The aim of this investigation
is the biosynthesis of a nano-nematicide by using the algal
extract for controlling M. incognita (root-knot nematode)
infecting tomato plants. At the same time, examine the
plant response under treatment with the synthesized
nanoparticles compared with the chemically synthesized
pesticide and control.

Materials and Methods
Macro algal sample collection
Two macro algae isolates were collected from
Alexandria governorate, Egypt. The freshwater alga,
Cladophora sp. was collected from El-Amria, Alexandria,
Egypt. The marine alga, Ulva sp. was collected from the
coastal area EL-Shatby coast, Alexandria, Egypt.
Macroalgae were collected individually manually, packed
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in plastic bags and transferred directly to the laboratory
for algal identification. Algal species were washed
carefully with tap water three times and finally with distilled
water. The clean marine algae were freeze-dried at 20°C and then, ground into powder and stored in a vacuum
desiccator at room temperature for further studies (Azizi
et al., 2013).
Root-knot nematode collection
Root-knot nematode isolates were collected from
infected tomato roots grown in Bader Center fields, ElBehera Governorate, Egypt during the season (20152017).
Tomato plants
The seed of tomato cultivar Super Strain B used in
the greenhouse experiment and were obtained from the
Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria University, Egypt.
Macroscopic examination and identification of both
nematodes and algal isolates
Both nematode and algal samples were examined
under the light microscope (Olympus BX40 microscope,
Japan). Taxonomic identifications were performed
according to (John et al., 2003 and Alves et al., 2012).
Preparation of Cladophora glomerata and Ulva
extracts
One gram of the algal fresh weight either from C.
glomerata or U. fasciata were dispersed in 100 ml
distilled water using a magnetic stirrer at 45°C for 40
min separately (Azizi et al., 2013). The extracts were
filtered through a Millipore filter (0.2 µm) and stored at 20°C for further studies.
Biosynthesized of silver nanoparticles Ag-NPs
using the two algal aqueous extracts
Biosynthesized of Ag-NPs was according to the
method of Azizi et al., (2013; Ghareeb et al., 2020). The
Erlenmeyer flask containing 100 ml of aqueous solution
(1 mM) of AgNO3 were mixed with 100 ml of the aqueous
extract of either C. glomerata or U. fasciata for 30 min
under continuous stirring at 35°C then allowed standing
at room temperature. The initial pH of the solution was
7.5 then decreased to 5.6 at the end of the reaction (2 h).
The dark brown material was collected by centrifugation
at 11000 g for 15 min and carefully washed three times
with dH2O and then was left in the oven overnight at
40°C. The dried material was ground into fine powder
for analysis.
Characterization
nanoparticles

of

Biosynthesized

UV–Vis Spectrophotometer

silver

Rehab Y. Ghareeb et al.

The sample solutions were analyzed at room
temperature for UV–visible absorption using the
Spectrophotometer (model T60-PG instruments). The
absorbance of silver nanoparticles was measured at
O.D.450 nm.
X-Ray powder Diffraction (XRD)
XRD measurements of the resulted silver
nanoparticles were determined using X- Ray Diffraction
model (XRD-7000, Shimadzu, Japan) with CuK radiation
( = 1.54060 Å). For determining the crystalline structure,
the XRD measurements have been obtained by applying
a step scanning method (2 range from 5–80°) with a
scan speed of 4/min. The average crystal size (D) was
recorded according to (Elnouby, 2008).
Transmission Electron Microscope (TEM)
Samples of biosynthesized silver nanoparticles were
prepared for TEM examination by dispersing small
quantities of the dried sample into distilled water and
depositing a few drops of the resulted 1DX suspension
on the copper grid. Field Emission Transmission Electron
Microscope (JEOL- JEM-2100F).
Fourier-Transform Infra-Red spectra (FTIR)
The chemical structures of silver nanoparticles were
studied using Fourier-Transform Infra-Red Spectrometer
(FTIR-8400S, Shimadzu, Japan). The silver bionanoparticles were documented in a range from 300 to
4500 cm –1 using KBr powder for obtaining the
composition of these silver bio nanoparticles.
Root-knot nematode preparation
The root-knot nematode (M. incognita) eggs were
isolated from infected tomato roots according to Hussey
and Barker (1973). Second-stage juveniles (J2) of
Meloidogyne incognita were acquired by using the
Baermann plate technique (Ayoub, 1980).
The efficiency of two macroalgal extracts and silver
bio-nanoparticles on egg hatching and juvenile
mortality of M. incognita (invitro)
A laboratory study was achieved to examine the
efficiency of two macroalgae extracts and their silver
nanoparticles on egg hatching and J2 mortality%. Eggmasses were left into distilled water for 72h to the
juveniles hatching and were collected. Nematodes
suspension was adjusted to contain 30 eggs/0.2 ml for
each egg hatch experiment and 5 J2/0.2 ml for J2 mortality
%. All the plants treated either with algal extracts and/or
AgNPs were inoculated with nematode eggs or J2. One
treatment was left untreated to serve as a negative control.
As well as, treatment was only treated with Nemaphose
40% (6 ml dH2O +0.2 ml nematodes suspension + 15 µl
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Nemaphose 40%: Positive control). The other treatments
(10) were divided into two groups 5 of each. The 1 st
group was treated with C. glomerata extract (6 ml Cl.
Ex +0.2 ml suspension of nematode) and (S, S/2, S/4 and
S/10) of silver nanoparticles [S= 6 ml N.S.Cl+0.2 ml
nematode suspension; S/2= 3ml N.S.Cl +3 ml dH2O +0.2
ml nematodes suspension; S/4=1.5 ml N.S.Cl+4.5 ml
d.H2O +0.2 ml suspension of nematodes; and S/10=0.6
ml N.S.Cl +5.4 ml dH2O +0.2 ml nematodes suspension].
Whereas, the 2nd group was treated with Ulva extract (6
ml U.Ex +0.2 ml nematodes suspension) and silver bionanoparticles formed from U. fasciata extract with the
same concentration as previously mention. Each
treatment was replicated five times. The numbers of
hatched eggs and numbers of a live J2 were counted and
recorded after 24, 48 h, one and two weeks from exposure
at room temperatures. The mortality percentage and
reduction in egg hatching were calculated according to
the formula by Abbott, (1925).
The effect of the two algal extracts and their silver
nanoparticles on root-knot nematode (M. incognita)
under greenhouse conditions (invivo)
Eight treatments of forty pots were used in this
experiment. Pots were divided into 5 groups. The pots
were inoculated with J2 and eggs of M. incognita (15
egg masses/pot of 250 egg/one egg mass). The 1 st
treatment (5 pots) was left untreated with nematicide or
algal extracts to serve as a control (inoculated only with
MI). The 2 nd treatment (5 pots) was treated with the
nematicide Nemaphose 40% (1 ml)/pot (MI+
Nemaphose). The other 30 pots were split into 2 groups
of 15 pots each. The 1 st group was treated with C.
glomerata extract (30 ml/pot) and silver nanoparticles
(S and S/2). The 2nd group was treated with U. fasciata
extract and silver nanoparticles (S and S/2) (30 ml/pot).
Pots were watered as needed and fertilized weekly with
10 ml of commercial fertilizer (NPK fertilizer, with
micronutrients, 2.5 g liter). Five replicates were used for
each treatment.
Pot experiment
Tomato seedlings, 45 days old, cultivars Super stain
B was used in this experiment. Tomato was grown in 25
cm in diameter plastic pots, each containing 2 kg soil and
sterilized in autoclaving at 121°C for 1 h. Plants were
maintained in the glasshouse of the Department of Plant
Pathology, Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria. Forty pots
of eight treatments were used in this experiment. All pots
were inoculated with J2 and eggs (15 egg masses/pot) of
M. incognita (MI). Pots were divided into 4 groups. The
1st group of 5 pots was left untreated with nematicide or
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algal extracts to serve as a negative control (MI). The
2nd group was treated with Nemaphose 40% (1 ml)/pot
as a positive control (MI+ Nematicide). The other 30
pots were distributed into 15 pots with two groups. The
1st group was treated with C. glomerata extract, a
complete concentration (S) and S/2 of their silver
nanoparticles (30 ml/pot). While, the 2nd group was treated
with U. fasciata extract, a complete concentration (S)
and S/2 of their silver nanoparticles (30 ml/pot). Pots
were arranged on a glasshouse bench in a randomized
block design. Plants were watered as needed and after
nematode inoculation, fertilized weekly. Plant was
harvested 53 days after inoculation, carefully washed and
the fresh and dry weights of root and shoot systems,
numbers of nematode root galls, egg masses, eggs/egg
mass and J2/200 g soil were determined. Also, numbers
of J2/kg soil were determined (Liu et al., 2013). Egg
masses were stained using phloxin B stain (0.15 g/l tap
water) for 15 minutes then washed with tap water (Hussey
and Barker, 1973). Tomato leaves were collected from
each treatment and the collected tissues were stored at 80°C for further study. Plant response toward the
nematode infection was studied according to the type of
treatment using Real time qPCR.

of 25 µl. Samples were spun before loading in the rotor’s
wells. The Real Time qPCR program was performed as
follows: initial denaturation at 95°C for 10 min; 45 cycles
of 94°C for 25 sec; annealing at 55°C for 1 min and
extension at 71°C for 30 sec. Data acquisition performed
during the extension step. This reaction was performed
using Rotor-Gene 6000 system (Qiagen, USA). The ITS
primers: ITS-1F: TCC GTA GGT GAA CCT GCG G;
ITS-4R: TCC TCC GCT TAT TGA TAT GC, according
to Hafez et al., (2013) was used as a reference for total
RNA.

Plant response using Real Time qPCR

Isolation and identification of macro algae

RNA isolation from tomato leaves (from MI
inoculated and algal extract or their nanoparticle treated
plants) was carried out according to the protocol of the
TRIZOL RNA Isolation Protocol. The extracted RNA
concentration was evaluated by measuring absorbance
at O.D.260, Samples were stored at -80°C until further
use. For the first strand cDNA synthesized using Reverse
Transcriptase (Fermentas, USA) and buffer (5X) [50 mM
Tris-HCl (pH 8.3 at 25°C), 250 mM KCL and 20 mM
MgCl2 and 50 mM DTT] in presence of random hexamer
primer (Promega, USA) (Sambrook and Russell, 2001)
and 5µl of RNA was added to (10 µl (5x) RT Buffer, 5µl
(25mM) dNTPs, 5µl of primer, 0.5 µl (20 u/µl) of RT–
enzyme, 24.5 µl H2O). The mixture was incubated at
37°C for 60 minutes, then at 70°C for 10 minutes (for
enzyme inactivation), followed by storage at 4°C until
used. Tomato leaf samples were taken before and after
inoculation with Meloidogyne incognita and treated
either with algal extracts and/or algal nanosilver. The
specific primers for chitinase gene F:
GGCAGGCCATTGAAAAGTTCC
and
R:
CTAATCGTCAATGATCCAAGCGG according to
Hafez et al., (2013) were used in this experiment. A 150
ng of cDNA as template (1µl), 1 µl of 25 pM/µl of each
primer, 12.5 µL of 2x Quantitech SYBR® Green RT Mix
(Fermentase Comp.), 9.5 µl of ddH2O, for a total volume

The preliminary identification of pure collected
macroalgae based on light microscopic revealed the
presence of two macro algae genera, Cladophora and
Ulva. The complete examination revealed that; the fresh
water alga was identified as C. glomerata and the marine
alga was identified as Ulva fasciata.

Data analysis of the Real Time qPCR
The qPCR data were analyzed using the comparative
Ct (2-ct) method according to Livak and Schmittgen
(2001).
Statistical analysis
Data were analyzed statistically using analysis of
variance (ANOVA) and differences among the means
were determined for significance at p  0.05 using revised
LSD test using the statically analysis system SAS (SAS
Institute, 1997).

Results

Silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) synthesis by the algal
aqueous extracts
The reaction mixture of algal crude extract and silver
nitrate solution turned from yellow to dark brown color
Fig. 1A and B.
The formation rate of silver nanoparticles, resulted
from using of the mixture of algal extract and AgNO3

Fig. 1: The biosynthesis of the nanosilver using the two aqueous extracts of the two algal isolates (A) Cladophora
sp., (B) Ulva fasciata.
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solution of C glomerata and U. fasciata was increased
with the time increase up to120 and 70 h, respectively
Fig. 1. The highest OD reading (2.8 and 2.5) was
recorded with Cladophora sp. and Ulva fasciata in a
respective manner. After that, the intensity of
nanoparticles formation was decreased Fig. 2.
The XRD pattern of the particles synthesized by U.
fasciata was illustrated in Fig. 3a. The main peaks in the
XRD patterns peak (32.4433) are indexed to the
Monoclinic Ag3O4 phase with space group of p21/c (14)
and lattice parameters a = 3.5787(23), b = 9.279(5), c =
5.6771(3) (ICDD Card No. 00-040-1054). Whereas, the
peak (28.0450) is indexed to the Orthorhombic AgNO3

Fig. 2: The gradual formation of the biosynthesized
nanoparticles in the aqueous extracts of the two selected algae measured in one week (as O.D.450nm)
by the two algal. A: Cladophora glomerata. B: Ulva
fasciata.

Fig. 3: XRD patterns of nanoparticles prepared using (a) Ulva
fasciata and (b) Cladophora glomerata.
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phase with space group of pbca (61) and lattice
parameters a = 6.995, b = (7.328), c = (10.118) (ICDD
Card No. (00-006-0363). Peak 46.4650 is indexed to the
Hexagonal Ag2O phase with space group of P and lattice
parameters a =4.727(3), c = (7.856(7) (ICDD Card No.
00-042-0874). Whenever, the XRD pattern of the particle
biosynthesized using Cladophora sp. was illustrated in
Fig. 3b. Main peaks of the XRD pattern were 38.466
and 45, are cubic silver phase with space group of Fm-3
m (225) and lattice parameters a = 4.074 (ICDD Card
No. 00-003-0921). Peak 29.8066 is indexed to the
Orthorhombic AgNO3 phase with space group of p212121
(19) and lattice parameters a = 6.97, b = (7.34), c = (10.14)
(ICDD Card No. 00-001-0856). Peak 32.56 is
documented to the Ag2O phase with space group of pn3 (201) and lattice parameters a =4.76 (ICDD Card No.
010-076). Collectively, nanoparticles prepared using
Cladophora glomerata was 13 nm.
The Transmission Electron Microscope (TEM)
observation of nanoparticles prepared using Cladophora
glomerata was illustrated in Fig. 4. It is noticeable that
the nanoparticles diameters were measured 9.8, 12.8,
13.3 and 13.6 nm Fig. 4A. The TEM observation of
nanoparticles prepared using U. fasciata was illustrated
in Fig. 4. The obtained nanoparticles were in spherical
shape with diameter of 9.48, 12.83 and 13.01 nm Fig.
4B.
The Fourier-Transform Infra-Red (FTIR) spectra
provided information about the local molecular
environment of the organic molecules on the surface of
nanoparticles. The results of FTIR analysis of the
examined particles show different stretches of bonds
located at different peaks; peaks (3425.69 and 3404.47);
O–H stretch, H–bonded, alcohols and phenols. Peaks
(2935.76 and 2933.83); C–H stretch, alkanes. The peak
of (2546.12); O–H stretchcarboxylic acids and peak

Fig. 4: TEM micrograph of biosynthesized nanoparticles; A: using Cladophora glomerata B: using Ulva fasciata.
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(2150.7); –CC– stretch, alkynes. Peaks (1641.48 and
1647.26); – C=C– stretch, alkenes. Peaks (1413.87 and
1448.59); C–C stretch (in–ring), aromatics Fig. 5a. Peaks
of (1263.42); C–N stretch, aromatic amines and peak
(590.24); C–Br stretch, alkyl halides. Peaks (1055.10 and
1076.32); C–N stretch, aliphatic amines in Fig. 5b.
Bioassay evaluation of the two algal extracts and
their prepared silver nanoparticles on Meloidogyne
incognita “invitro”
The effects of C. glomerata and U. fasciata extracts
and their prepared nanoparticles on egg hatch were
recorded in table 1. Data showed that all treatments
decreased M. incognita egg hatch by 83.3-100%
compared to the negative control (MI alone), after 24 h
and 48 h of exposure. However, 100% reduction was
recorded after one and 2 weeks of exposure. Similar

results were obtained with different nanoparticles
concentrations (S, S/2, S/4 and S/10) or the nematicide
(Nemaphose 40%) treatments. The effects of C.
glomerata and U. fasciata algal extracts and the
synthesized nanoparticles on J2 mortality % (M) of M.
incognita (MI) after 24, 48 and a week was illustrated
in table 2. Data indicated that all treatments increased
mortality percentage % J2 of M. incognita by 80.9–100
% compared to the negative control, after 24 h and a
week post treatment.
The efficacy of macroalgae species extracts and
their biosynthesized silver nanoparticles against M.
incognita (pot experiment-invivo)
Results tabulated in table 3 indicated the nematicidal
effects of extracts both of Cladophora and Ulva algal,
silver nanoparticles and Nemaphose 40% on the galls

Fig. 5: FTIR spectra of nanoparticles prepared using (a) Cladophora glomerata and (b) Ulva fasciata.
Table 1: The effects of Cladophora (CEx) and Ulva (UEx) algal extracts and silver bionanoparticles (N) on egg
hatch of Meloidogyne incognita (MI) after 24, 48, 1 and 2 weeks of exposure.
Treatments
(MI) (control)
MI+ Nemaphose 40%
MI+CEx
MI+ UEx
MI+ NCEx

MI+ NUEx

Conc.
S
S
S
S/2
S/4
S/10
S
S/2
S/4
S/10

H
1.2 a
0.2 b
0b
0b
0b
0b
0b
0.2 b
0b
0b
0.2 b
0b
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Exposure time, number of alive J2 (H) and reduction % (R)
24h
48h
1 week
2 weeks
R(%)
H
R(%)
H
R(%)
H
R(%)
6.4 a
15.8 a
30.2 a
83.3
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
100
0.2 b
96.9
0b
100
0b
100
100
0.2 b
96.9
0b
100
0b
100
100
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
100
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
100
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
83.3
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
100
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
100
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
83.3
0b
100
0b
100
0b
100
100
0.2 b
96.9
0b
100
0b
100

Data are means of 5 replicates, S = Full concentration, Values within a column followed by the same letter (s) are not
significantly different at (p  0.05).
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numbers (G), the number of juveniles (J2)/200g soil, eggmasses (EM) in the infected tomato with M. incognita

(MI) after 53 days post infection. It was observed that,
algal extracts, nanoparticles and the nematicide treatments
Table 2: The effects of Cladophora and Ulva algal extracts and silver made a significant reduction in galls numbers
bionanoparticles on J2 mortality % (M) of Meloidogyne incognita and EM of M. incognita by 70.5–97.4 and 76.8(MI) after 24, 48 and a week of exposure.
97 % in comparing with control plants, in
respective manner. But, the number of eggs/
Exposure time, number of alive
one egg mass was reduced only with S and S/
J2 (L) and Mortality % (M)
2 treatments of NCEx by 63.5 and 46.6 %
Treatments
Conc.
24
48
week
reduction, respectively and by 46.2 % reduction
L
M
L
M
L
M
with S concentration of NUEx. However, data
(MI) (control)
4.2 a
4.2 a
4.2 a
MI+ Nemaphose 40%
0.6 b 85.7 0.2 bc 95.2 0.0 b 100 indicated that the numbers of J2 were reduced
MI+CEx
S
0.6 b 85.7 0.6 b 85.7 0.4 b 90.5 with all treatments by percentage ranged in
MI+ UEx
S
0.6 b 85.7 0.2 bc 95.2 0b
100 between 56.4-87.2 except the treatment of
MI+ NCEx
S
0.4 b 90.5 0c
100
0b
100 Ulva extract (UEx) alone. The effects of
S/2
0.6 b 85.7 0c
100
0b
100 Cladophora and Ulva algal extracts (S and S/
S/4
0.6 b 85.7 0.2 bc 95.2 0b
100 2), the effect of Nemaphose 40% and silver
S/10 0.8 b 80.9 0c
100
0b
100 nanoparticles on plants growth parameters of
MI+ NUEx
S
0.19 b 95.2 0c
100
0b
100 infected tomato by Meloidogyne incognita
S/2
0.4 b 90.5 0c
100
0b
100 (MI) after 53 days post treatment were tabulated
S/4
0.8 b 80.9 0.2 bc 95.2 0.2 b 95.2 in table 4. Results indicated that silver
S/10 0.8 b 80.9 0.4 bc 90.5 0.2 b 95.2 nanoparticles S/2 of UEx treatment increased
Data are averages of 5 replicates. Values within a column followed by the shoot fresh weight by 77.6%. While C.
glomerata extract (CEx) showed that a high
same letter(s) are not significantly different at (p  0.05).
Table 3: The effect of Cladophora, Ulva algal extracts, silver nanoparticles and Nemaphose 40% on numbers of galls (G) and
egg masses (EM)/tomato plant infected with Meloidogyne incognita (MI) and the number of juveniles (J2)/200 g of soil
after 53 days.
Treatment

Con

MI (control)
MI+ Nemaphos 40%
MI+ CEx
MI+ UEx
MI+ NCEx

S
S
S
S/2
S
S/2

MI+ NUEx

G
76.6 a
12.8 b
9.2 b
22.6 b
0.4 b
2.0 b
0.6 b
3.6 b

R
83.3
88.0
70.5
99.5
97.4
99.2
95.3

Nematode parameters and reduction % (R)
EM
R
Eggs/EM
R
J2/200
40.6 a
225.8 a
78.0 a
2.6 b
93.6
167.4 abc
34.0 bc
2.2 b
94.6
203.6 ab
41.0 bc
9.4 b
76.8
212.9 ab
47.0 ab
0.4 b
99
82.4 cd
63.5
10.0 cd
0.6 b
98.5
120.6 bc
46.6
11.6 cd
0.6 b
98.5
121.2 bc
46.3
11.0 cd
1.2 b
97
122.8 abc
16.0 bcd

R
56.4
47.4
87.2
85.1
86
79.5

Data are averages of 5 replicates. Values within a column followed by the same letter(s) are not significantly different at (p  0.05).
Table 4: The effect of Cladophora sp., Ulva fasciata algal extracts, Nemaphose 40% and silver nanoparticles on some growth
parameters of tomato plants infected with Meloidogyne incognita (MI) after 53 days.
Treatment
MI (Ve+ control)
MI + Nemaphose 40%
MI + CEx.
MI + UEx
MI + NCEx.
MI + NUEx.

Con
S
S
S
S/2
S
S/2

Shoot
41.3 cd
56.9 abcd
57.5 abcd
43.4 c
73.4 a
61.8 abc
64.4 ab
55.26 abcd

Fresh weight(g)
I
Root
14.5 c
22.6 abc
20.7 abc
24.4 abc
77.6
27.1 ab
24.5 abc
55.9
29.7 a
28.6 a

I
87
104.8
97.2

Shoot
8.7 c
12.9bc
9.8 c
8.5 c
19.6 a
15.8 ab
12.3 bc
10.6 bc

Dry weight(g)
I
Root
2.5 a
4.2 a
2.5 a
2.9 a
125.3
4.7 a
81.6
2.9 a
5.5 a
5.2 a

I
-

Data are averages of 5 replicates. Values within a column followed by the same letter(s) are not significantly different at (p  0.05).
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decrease by (4.9%). Whereas results of the root fresh
weights of tomato plants inoculated with M. incognita
indicated that a high increase (104.8 %) with S
concentration of nanosilver prepared from Cladophora.
While the highest decrease of 42.8% was recorded with
Ulva extract (UEx) in comparison to the positive control.
Data using shoot dry weight clarified that nanosilver
synthesized by Ulva (S/2) showed the highest yield
(125.3%) whereas Cladophora extract show a decrease
by (1.2%) in contrast with the positive control. On the
other hand, data of using root dry weight indicated that
the highest activity of the synthesized nanosilver by
Cladophora (S and S/2) by 108-120 % while, Ulva and
Cladophora extracts decrease by 0-16 %as compared
with the positive control.
Real -Time PCR (qPCR)
The qPCR relative method was used in quantification
statistical analysis which transformed the cycle of the
threshold of PCR with the comparative level of gene
expression. Magnitude patterns of chitinase gene at
different intervals were examined using qPCR analysis.
The highest expression pattern of the chitinase gene was
obtained with the infected plants and treated with C.
glomerata extract after 24 h from M. incognita
inoculation compared with the control (MI alone) and
Nemaphose 40% treatments, respectively Fig. 5. Similarly,
the chitinase expression level was high in the infected
tomato plants treated with U. fasciata extract after 6 h
compared with plants treated with Nemaphose 40%.

Fig. 6: Ct expression of chitinase gene in tomato plants
infected with M. incognita and treated with
Cladophora sp. extract (CEx) after 6, 12, 24 and 168 h
(one week). B: Ct expression of chitinase gene in
tomato plants infected with M. incognita and treated
with Ulva fasciata extract (UEx) after 6, 12, 24 and 168 h
(one week).
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Further, the highest expression level of chitinase gene
was noticed after 24 h in plants treated with U fasciata
extract and Nemaphose 40% treatments, respectively
compared with MI treatment. Whenever, chitinase gene
was expressed in the low level of (< 6) in treated tomato
with U. fasciata extract or Nemaphose 40% after 12 h
after root-knot nematode inoculation Fig. 6.

Discussion
Biosynthesized nanoparticles have good characters
such as; stability and biodegradability. It can be used in
delivering pesticides, fertilizers and other agrochemicals,
because they are smaller in size and have a charged large
surface area (Singh et al., 2012, Kannan et al., 2013).
Plants and microbes can be used in biosynthesized
nanoparticles and the resulted in effective products with
low cost (Chowdappa and Gowda, 2013).
The preliminary identification of pure collected algae
based on light microscopic images and identification was
performed on species level and it proved that the
freshwater alga was Cladophora sp. and the marine
alga was U. fasciata. The bio-synthesis of AgNps was
confirmed by measuring the color changes reflected in
the raised O.D.450 reading along with the experiment.
Our observation was similar to that shown by Sharma et
al., (2015) who reported that the synthesis of AgNps
was confirmed by visualizing the color change which
shows surface plasmon resonance (SPR) peak at 425
nm. TEM observation of nanoparticles prepared using
Cladophora sp. showed that the nanoparticles had
diameters of 9.79, 12.84, 13.27 and 13.64 nm. The TEM
observations of nanoparticles prepared using U. fasciata
were in spherical shape with diameter of 9.48, 12.83 and
13.01 nm. Similarly, biosynthesis zinc oxide nanoparticles
via the leaf extracts of the two plants Pithecellobium
dulce and Lagenaria siceraria showed anti-bacterial
effect according to (Prakash and Kalyanasundharam,
2015, Chung et al., 2016). Sharma et al., (2015)
investigated the antimicrobial and nematode cytotoxic
potential of silver nanoparticles synthesized by greener
route using Rheumemodi root extract. The use of marine
algae as control agents against plant-parasitic nematodes
has been studied by many workers (Elsherbieny, 1995,
Mansoor et al., 2007). It well known that seaweed
extracts are capable to increase plant resistance against
a wide range of pathogens especially soil pathogens
(Chung et al., 2016). The physical and chemical
properties of soil have the potential effect in controlling
plant pathogen via different mechanisms such as organic
matter which produce antimicrobial compounds during
decomposition (Tenuta and Lazarovits, 2002) and
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biological (Mazzola, 2004). The effect of Cladophora
and Ulva algal extracts and silver nanoparticles on J2
mortality % of M. incognita indicated that all treatments
increased J2 mortalityby 80.9–100 % compared to the
negative control (MI alone). Studying the effect of C.
glomerata and U. fasciata algal extracts, silver
nanoparticles prepared from C. glomerata, U. fasciata
extracts and Nemaphose 40% on the enhancement ] the
growth of tomato plants infected with MI and indicated
that silver nanoparticles prepared from only “S”
concentration of Cladophora and Ulva increased shoot
fresh weight by 55.9-77.6 %. Also, root fresh weights of
tomato plants were increased in plants inoculated with
MI and treated with S concentration of nanosilver
prepared from C. glomerata by 87%. While, the highest
activity (104.8 and 97.2%) was achieved by S and S/2
concentrations of Ulva extracts. as compared to the
positive control. Similarly, shoot dry weights were
increased with only nano silver treatments of
Cladophora by 81.6-125.3% compared to the positive
control, these results are in agreement with that postulate
by (Ehteshamul-Haque et al., 2013; El-Ansary and
Hamouda., 2014). Seaweeds contain many different
ingredients that could be used as potential agent against
the plant-parasitic nematodes (Sultana et al., 2008, 2009).
The use of brown algae, Sargassum spp., showed
significant nematicide (p<.05) (Ara et al., 1996) and
Meloidogyne infected okra plant (Ara et al., 1997; Tariq
et al., 2011).
Chitinase gene was highly expressed in the infected
plants treated with Cladophora sp. extract after 24 h
from M. incognita inoculation compared with the control
(MI alone) and Nemaphose 40% treatments. Similarly,
the expression altitude of chitinase gene was high in the
infected and treated plants with U. fasciata extract after
6 h from nematode inoculation compared with the
expression in plants treated with Nemaphose 40% or
control treatments. Moreover, high expression of chitinase
gene was noticed after 24 h in plants treated with U.
fasciata extract or Nemaphose 40% treatments
compared with MI alone treatment. The highest
expression levels of chitinase gene were observed in the
M. incognita infected plants and treated with S
concentration (100%) of the biosynthesized nanosilver
particles prepared from Cladophora extract after 6 and
24 h compared with either Nemaphose 40% or MI
treatments. Then, the expression level increased to about
1.35- 6 folds after one week from nematode inoculation
in plants treated with S concentration of the nanosilver
particles prepared from Cladophora extract as compared
with Nemaphose 40% or control treatments. Similarly,
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but with lower quantity than that recorded with
nanoparticles prepared from Cladophora extract, high
expression level of chitinase was obtained only after 6 h
from nematode inoculation in the infected plants treated
with the biosynthesized nanosilver prepared from S
concentration of Ulva extract compared to that recorded
in plants inoculated with nematode alone (control
treatment). Chitinase have been known to be expressed
in plant by pathogen infection or other biotic and abiotic
factors (Mauch et al., 1988). Chitinase enzyme is able
to degrade chitin in plant attackers especially fungi
because their cell walls contain high of chitin also the
nematode eggs and egg masses (Neuhaus et al., 1996,
Ghareeb et al., 2019). Jongedijk et al., (1995) reported
that the genes of chitinase, have been transferred to many
plants species alone or together with -1,3-glucanase
genes and expressed into plants, its effect was studied
against different plant pathogens. Various studies have
shown that chitinase expression against phyto-pathogen
systems is higher and induction is stronger in the resistant
varieties in comparison to susceptible varieties in the sugar
beet (Nielsen et al., 1993), wheat (Anguelova et al.,
2001) and tomato varieties (Lawrence et al., 2000,
McFadden et al., 2001).

Conclusion
This study conveys that the use of Ulva fasciata
and Cladophora glomerata algal extracts and their
synthesized nanoparticles may be used as nematicide
bioagent against Meloidogyne incognita.

References
Abad P., J. Gouzy, J.M. Aury, P. Castagnone-Sereno, E.G.
Danchin, E. Deleury, L. Perfus-Barbeoch, V. Anthouard, F.
Artiguenave, V.C. Blok, M.C. Caillaud, P.M. Coutinho, C.
Dasilva, F. De Luca, F. Deau, M. Esquibet, T. Flutre, J.V.
Goldstone, N. Hamamouch, T. Hewezi, O. Jaillon, C. Jubin,
P. Leonetti, M. Magliano, T.R. Maier, G.V. Markov, P.
McVeigh, G. Pesole, J. Poulain, M. Robinson-Rechavi, E.
Sallet, B. Ségurens, D. Steinbach, T. Tytgat, E. Ugarte, C.
Van Ghelder, P. Veronico, T.J. Baum, M. Blaxter, T. BleveZacheo, E.L. Davis, J.J. Ewbank, B. Favery, E. Grenier, B.
Henrissat, J.T. Jones, V. Laudet, A.G. Maule, H. Quesneville,
M.N. Rosso, T. Schiex, G. Smant, J. Weissenbach and P.
Wincker (2008). Genome sequence of the metazoan plantparasitic nematode Meloidogyne incognita. Nat
Biotechnol., 26(8): 909-15. doi: 10.1038/nbt. 1482.
Abbott, W.S. (1925). A method of computing the effectiveness
of an insecticide. Journal of Economic Entomology, 2(18):
265–267.
Ahamed, M., R. Posgai, T.J. Gorey, M. Nielsen, S.M. Hussain
and J.J. Rowe (2010). Silver nanoparticles induced heat
shock protein 70, oxidative stress and apoptosis in

Biosynthesized silver nanoparticles using macroalgae and their usage as a bioagent on Meloidogyne incognita

9691

Drosophila melanogaster. Toxicology and Applied
Pharmacology, 242: 263–269.

tomato plants via pathogens-biocontrol agent interaction.
Journal of Plant Pathology Microbiology, 4: 167.

Alves, A.M., A.M. Gestinari, L.M. Gestinari, I.S. De Oliveira
and C.W.D. Moura (2012). The genus Cladophora
(Chlorophyta) in the littoral of Bahia, Brazil. Nova
Hedwigia, 95(3-4): 337-372.

Hussey, R.S. and K. Barker (1973). A comparison of methods of
collecting inocula of Meloidogyne spp., including a new
technique. Plant Disease Report, 57: 1025–1028.

Anguelova, M.V., V.D. Westhuizen and Z.A. Pretorius (2001).
Beta-1, 3-glucanase and chitinase activities and the
resistance response of wheat to leaf rust. Journal of
Phytopathology, 149: 381-384.
Ara, J., S. Ehteshamul- Haque, V. Sultana, R. Qasim and A.
Ghaffar (1996). Effect of Sargassum seaweed and microbial
antagonists in the control of root rot disease of sunflower.
Pakistan J. Bot., 28: 219-223.
Ara, J., S. Ehteshamul-haque, V. Sultana, A. Ghaffar and R.
Qasim (1997). Use of Sargassum species for the control of
Meloidogyne javanica in okra. Nematology. Mediterr.,
25: 125-128.
Ayoub, S.M. (1980). Plant Nematology. An Agricultural Training
Aid. Nema. Aid Publications. Sacramento, California, United
States of America, pp.195.
Azizi, S., F. Namvar, M. Mahdavi, M.B. Ahmad and R. Mohamad
(2013). Biosynthesis of silver nanoparticles using brown
marine macroalga, Sargassum muticum aqueous extract.
Materials, 6: 5942–5950.
Choi, O. and Z. Hu (2008). Size dependent and reactive oxygen
species related nanosilver toxicity to nitrifying bacteria.
Environmental Science and Technology, 42: 4583–4588.
Chowdappa, P. and S. Gowda (2013). Nanotechnology in crop
protection: Status and Scope, 19(2): 131-151.
Chung, M., I. Park, K. Seung-Hyun, M. Thiruvengadam and G.
Rajakumar (2016). Plant-mediated synthesis of silver
nanoparticles: Their characteristic properties and
therapeutic applications. Nanocsale Research Letters, 11:
40-54.
Ehteshamul-Haque, S., G.N. Baloch, V. Sultana, J. Ara, R.M.
Tariq and M. Athar (2013). Impact of seaweeds on
fluorescent Pseudomonas and their role in suppressing
the root diseases of soybean and pepper. Journal of
Applied Botany and Food Quality, 86: 126–132.
DOI:10.5073/JABFQ.2013.086.017.
El-Ansary, M.S.M. and R.A. Hamouda (2014). Biocontrol of
root-knot nematode infected banana plants by some
marine algae. Russian Journal of Marine Biology, 40(2):
140–146.
Elnouby, M. (2008). Preparation and characterizations of
nanomaterials foe electrochromic applications, M.Sc.
Thesis, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Jo, Y.K., B.H. Kim and G. Jung (2009). Antifungal activity of
silver ions and nanoparticles on phytopathogenic fungi.
Plant Disease, 93: 1037–1043.
John, D.M., B.A. Whitton and A.J. Brook (2003). The freshwater
algal flora of the British Isles, an identification guide to
freshwater and terrestrial algae. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
Jongedijk, E., H. Tigelaar, J.S.C. Van Roekel, S.A. Bres-Vloemans,
I. Dekker, P.J.M. Vanden Elzen, B.J.C. Cornelissen and L.S.
Melchers (1995). Synergistic activity of chitinases and 1, 3-glucanases enhances fungal resistance in transgenic
tomato plants. Euphytica, 85: 173–180.
Kannan, R.R., R. Arumugam, D. Ramya, K. Manivannan and P.
Anantharaman (2013). Green synthesis of silver
nanoparticles using marine macroalga Chaetomorphalinum. Applied Nanoscience, 3: 229–233.
Khan, M.R. and T. Fatima (2014). Nanotechnology: Scope and
application in plant Disease Management. Journal of Plant
pathology, 13(3): 214-231.
Korayem, A.M. and M.M.M. Mohamed (2010). High yielding
hybrid maize cultivar tolerant to Pratylenchuszeae in
Egypt. Pakistan Journal of Nematology, 28(1): 109-114.
Kwakye-Awuah, B., C. Williams, M.A. Kenward and I. Radecka
(2008). Antimicrobial action and efficiency of silver-loaded
zeolite X. Journal of Applied Microbiology, 104: 1516–
1524.
Lawrence, C.B., N.P. Singh, J. Qui, R.G. Gardner and S. Tuzun
(2000). Constitutive hydrolytic enzymes are associated
with polygenic resistance of tomato to Alternaria solani
and may function as an elicitor release mechanism.
Physiological and Molecular Plant Pathology, 57: 211220.
Lim, D., J.Y. Roh, H.J. Eom, J.W. Hyun and J. Choi (2012).
Oxidative stress-related PMK-1 P38 MAPK activation as
a mechanism for toxicity of silver nanoparticles to
reproduction in the nematode Caenorhabditis elegans.
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, 31: 585–592.
Liu, W., J. Liu, Y. Ning, B. Ding, X. Wang, Z. Wang and G.L.
Wang (2013). Recent progress in understanding PAMPand effector-triggered immunity against the rice blast
fungus Magnaporthe oryzae. Mol Plant, 6(3): 605–620.

El-Sherbiny, A.I. (1995). Survey and pathological studies on
plant parasitic nematodes in northern Egypt. M. Sc. Thesis,
Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria University, Egypt. 91 p.

Livak, K.J. and T.D. Schmittgen (2001). Analysis of relative
gene expression data using real-time quantitative PCR and
the 2(-Delta Delta C(T) Method. Applied Biosystems,
Foster City, California 94404, USA. 25(4): 402-8.
DOI:10.1006/meth.2001.1262.

Hafez, E.E., M. Hashem, M.M. Balbaa, M.A. El-Saadani and
S.A. Ahmed (2013). Induction of new defensin genes in

Mansoor, F., V. Sultana and S. Ehteshamul-Haque (2007).
Enhancement of biocontrol potential of Pseudomonas

Rehab Y. Ghareeb et al.

aeruginosa and Paecilomyceslilacinus against root rot
of mungbean by a medicinal plant Launaea nudicaulis L.
Pakistan J. Bot., 39: 2113-2119.
Mazzola, M. (2004). Assessment and management of soil
microbial community structure for disease suppression.
Annu. Rev. Phytopathol., 42: 35-59.
McFadden, H.G., R. Chapple, R. de Feyter and E. Dennis (2001).
Expression of pathogenesis-related genes in cotton stems
in response to infection by Verticillium dahliae.
Physiology of Molecular Plant Pathology, 58: 119-131.

9692

Biological Pest Control, 29: 53.
Roy, N. and A. Barik (2010). Green synthesis of silver
nanoparticles from the unexploited weed resources.
International Journal of Nanotechnology, 4: 95–101.
SAS Institute (1997). SAS/STAT User’s Guide. Release 6.03
Edition-6th SAS Institute Inc., North Carolina, Cury. Inc.,
1028 pp.
Seshadri, S., A. Prakash and M. Kowshik (2012). Biosynthesis
of silver nanoparticles by marine bacterium, Idiomarina
sp. PR58-8. Bulletin of Materials Science, 35: 1201–1205.

Muhsin, T.M. and A.K. Hachim (2014). Mycosynthesis and
characterization of silver nanoparticles and their activity
against some human pathogenic bacteria. World. Journal
of Microbiology and Biotechnology, 30: 2081–2090.

Sharmaa, D., L. Ledwania and N. Bhatnagar (2015). Antimicrobial
and cytotoxic Potential of silver nanoparticles synthesized
using rheum emodi roots extract. New Frontiers in
Chemistry, 24: 121-135.

Munif, A., J. Hallmann and R.A. Sikora (2013). The influence of
endophytic bacteria on Meloidogyne incognita infection
and tomato plant growth. Journal ISSAAS, 19(2): 68-74.

Singh, C., R.K. Baboota, P.K. Naik and H. Singh (2012).
Biocompatible synthesis of silver and gold nanoparticles
using leaf extract of Dalbergia sissoo. Advanced Materials
Letters., 3(4): 279-285.

Neuhaus, J.M., B. Fritig, H.J.M. Linthorst, F. Meins, F.M. Jr,
J.D. Mikkelsen and J. Ryals (1996). A revised nomenclature
for chitinase genes. Plant Molecular Biology Reporter,
14: 102-104.
Nielsen, K.K., J.D. Mikkelsen, K.M. Dragh and K. Bojsen (1993).
An acidic class III chitinase in sugar beet: induction by
Cercosporabeticola, characterization and expression in
transgenic tobacco plants. Plant Molecular Biology
Interact, 6: 495-506.
Prakash, J.M. and S. Kalyanasundharam (2015). Biosynthesis,
characterization, free radical scavenging activity and antibacterial effect of plant-mediated zinc oxide nanoparticles
using Pithecellobium dulce and Lagenaria siceraria Leaf
Extract. World Scientific News, 2: 100-117.

Sinha, S.N. and D. Paul (2014). Eco-friendly green synthesis
and spectro- photometric characterization of silver
nanoparticles synthesized using some common Indian
spices. International Journal of Green and Herbal
Chemistry, 3: 401–408.
Sultana, V., J. Ara and S. Ehteshamul-haque (2008). Suppression
of root rotting fungi and root knot nematode of chili by
seaweed Pseudomonas aeruginosa. Journal
Phytopathology, 156: 390-395.
Sultana, V., S. Ehteshamul-haque, J. Ara and M. Athar (2009).
Effect of brown seaweeds and pesticides on root rotting
fungi and root-knot nematode infecting tomato roots.
Journal of Applied Botany and Food Quality, 83: 50-53.

Ghareeb, R.Y., H. Alfy, A.A. Fahmy, M.H. Ali and N.R.
Abdelsalam (2020). Utilization of Cladophora glomerata
extract nanoparticles as eco nematicide and enhancing
the defense responses of tomato plants infected by
Meloidogyne javanica. Scientific Reports. 10: 19968.

Tariq, M., M. Ayub, M. Elahi, A.H. Ahmad, M.N. Chaudhary
and M.A. Nadeem (2011). Forage yield and some quality
attributes of millet (Pennisetum americannum L.) hybrid
under various regimes of nitrogen fertilization and
harvesting dates. Afric J. Agric. Res., 6: 3883-3890.

Ghareeb, R.Y., I.A. Adss, R.Sh. Bayoumi and D.E. El-Habashy
(2019). The nematicidal potentiality of some algal extracts
and their role in enhancement the tomato defense genes
against root knot nematodes. Egyptian Journal of

Tenuta, M. and G. Lazarovits (2002). Ammonia and nitrous acid
from nitrogenous amendments kill the microsclerotia of
Verticillium dahlia. Phytopathology, 92: 255-264.

